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PEW grant funds
new environmental
studies courses
What

are the

implications of your
buying strawberries in
your local supermarket
in January?

T

wo exciting new courses will
expand Dordt's environmental studies and general education offerings this coming spring
and fall. American environmental
history and a food literacy course
are being introduced partly as a
result of grants from the PEW
Charitable Trust to the Coalition of
Christian Colleges and Universities'
(CCCU) Global Stewardship
•
l
I
Initiative. The courses present a
broad look at the implications of
environmental stewardship.
t
Professors Keno Hermann,
Chris Goedhart, David Schelhaas,
and Delmar Vander Zee received
grant money to attend conferences
and gather resources for the new
courses.
Hermann's course on American environmental history will trace the history of
America's stewardship of its natural environment from the time of colonization to
today's political battles over environmental
policies.
"The relative lack of interest in environmentalism has a long history," says
Hermann. "It is important for us to know the
past and recover the voices of Christians
who were raising concerns about OUf country's failure to be good stewards."
The course will examine the complex
ways that agricultural, engineering, and
industrial practices have interacted with
social, religious, and intellectual beliefs to
shape how we think about our environment,
says Hermann.
The course on food literacy and land use
is scheduled to be offered next fall. Although
the course is not yet fully developed, it will
be a team effort between instructors in the
agriculture, biology, and English departments, incorporating a great deal of critical
thinking, reading, and writing.
The course will help students understand
the many aspects of care-full living within
the creation, the instructors say. Among
other topics, they will look at such things as
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the
banana
trade, cheap
food and food subsidies, food suppliers,
the rural/urban balance,
soil use, and fast food.
As they explore a variety of topics and
themes, the instructors will continually
emphasize stewardly living and praising the
Creator of this good creation.
"Even Dordt College students, many from
the heart of the farm belt, are virtually illiterate in understanding how their food is
grown, processed, and marketed. As a result
each student's eating habits are divorced
from issues of justice, farming, and earthkeeping. We want students to learn the planetary consequences of choices that start at
the plate," says Goedhart.
To illustrate, Schelhaas asks, "What are
the implications of your buying strawberries
in your local supermarket in January?" To
answer the question, he says, means looking
at the labor issues (exploited workers),land
use issues (disease in strawberry fields),

political issues (illegal immigrants), stewardship issues (the cost
of shipping perishable fruit 2000 miles), and

soon.
The course will use writing as a way of
learning and discovering and at the same
time employ many of the traditional forms
of written communication: letters, op-ed
pieces, persuasive and descriptive and
expository essays, journal entries, poems,
and research articles.
Although the grant received is an honor
and a boost to course development, new
work on Dordt's environmental studies program was already planned for this year. Last
spring Dr. Delmar Vander Zee, a driving
force behind Dordt's environmental studies
program, was granted a leave to further
expand and develop the program.
continued on page 2
/
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Students will learn
how food choices
affect their planet
continued from page 1

"The grants shifted the focus of my
somewhat,"

work

Vander Zee says. He is present-

ly

serving as coordinator of the projects and
provides valuable assistance and feedback

It is important for us to
know the past and recover
the voices of Christians
who were raising concerns
about our country's failure
to be good stewards.

to the instructors.
Vander Zee still hopes to produce a
comprehensive
plan for integrating
environmental
studies into Dordt's curriculum, as well as a plan for integrating stew-

ardship principles into campus life at all levels.
"The course development

currently

being done under the Global Stewardship
Initiative meshes well with these goals,"
says Vander Zee. He also hopes to develop a
portfolio of contacts and sites for student
practicums and a list of opportunities for
faculty development.
Vander Zee also serves as chair of Dordt's
Global Stewardship Task Force. This group
was set up in September after Dordt was
named one of twelve colleges
to participate in the CCCU's Global Stewardship
Initiative. Colleges were selected based on
their comrnitmentto making global steward-

ship a significant emphasis in their curriculum. Task force members from the twelve
colleges

,L;;:~:::
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gathered last August
at the AuSable Institute for Environmental Studies to consider the theme,
"The Christian Mandate for Global
Steward-ship." It served as an important
vehicle for sharing concerns and sharing
strategies for action among the
Christian
colleges represented at the
conference.
"Given the infusion of support from the
CCCU and the interest and cooperation
from my colleagues, there is much to be
thankful for in this process," says Vander
Zee. "If from these efforts our students are
better taught to give proper care for the gifts
of God's wonderful creation, then I will be
very happy, and I hope our Father will be
honored, too,"

Students are also involved in the
Global Stewardship Task Force. Juniors
Karyn Wynalda and Ben Van Ee will
give input to planning, help evaluate the
course proposals, and possibly serve as

student mentors for the new courses.
Somewhat connected to the Initiative
is an opportunity for one student from

each of the twelve CCCU selected colleges to attend a two-week

environmen-

tal course in Belize in May of 1996. The
program is sponsored by the Christian
Environmental Association. Wynalda has
been selected as the student from Dordt
who will attend.

P. ident's
pen----------------------ne highlight of the first semester of
each academic year at Dordt College

O

is the President's

Convocation,

a time

when a notable speaker is invited to address
the entire campus on a topic of current interest
and importance.

Speakers in the recent past have included
Dr. Boris Notkin (1992), Dr. Bob Goudzwaard
(1993), and Dr. Wilson Goode, (1994). This
year's convocation

speaker was Dr. George

Marsden, professor of history at the
University of Notre Dame. Previously he
served on the faculties of Calvin College and
Duke University.

Dr. Marsden was selected as the 1995
President's

Marsden

argues "that

the values of 'liberalism'
and 'tolerance' that the
education establishment
championed resulted in the
complete secularization of
the "educational milieu."

"
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Convocation

speaker primarily

because of his recent book, THE SOUL OF
THEAMERICAN UNIVERSITY: From
Protestant Establishment to Established
Nonbelief. In this book Marsden argues "that
the values of 'liberalism' and 'tolerance' that
the educational establishment championed and
used to marginalize

Christian fundamentalism

of those in positions

exactly these kinds of pressures that
undermined the integrity of many of the
historic Christian colleges in the late
nineteenth

century.

2) What internal pressures does Dordt face
that challenge its integrity as a Christian

as important, perhaps even more important,

institution? This question critically
examines our curriculum. Marsden
claims that one of the most significant

was what happened before and after the pre-

tests that the historic Christian colleges

sentation of Marsden's
table discussion

address. In a round-

the evening before his

address, five professors from different departments-music,

theology,

education,

work, and mathematics-joined

social

Marsden in

exploring the implications of his primary thesis for their particular disciplines.
Representatives of the entire Dordt com-munity, including students, were in attendance. It

was good for all to hear and join with col-

plete secularization
milieu."

leagues in seeking to understand the crisis in

Given the fact that Dordt is celebrating its
40th anniversary, we felt that it would be beneficial for us to hear Dr. Marsden and to
reflect with him on how a college such as

priate institutional responses? This is a
particularly important question, since one
of Marsden's major claims is that it was

of authority in Christian

colleges and universities yielding willingly
and knowingly to the advances of secularism.
It was important for us at Dordt College to
hear and to be reminded of that story. But just

and Roman Catholicism resulted in the comof the "educational

identified the pressures, what are appro-

began by acknowledging that speaking about
the importance of maintaining a Christian perspective on leaming at Dordt College was a
bit like "carrying coals to Newcastle." He then
proceeded not only to describe the challenges
confronted by a Christian scholar in a typical
American university, but also to tell the story

Christian higher education and to learn what
Christian students, educators, and scholars
should and can do about it.

failed was in the area of curriculum.
The discussion
around these two questions was lively, stimulating, and exciting.

People from every department and division
within the college participated. And, as they
did, it was obvious that they were speaking
about issues that were important to them as
well as to the future direction of the institution.

Personally I was greatly encouraged by this
year's President's Convocation and by the discussions that took place both before and following the convocation. It's clear that the
members of this academic community do not

Following the convocation address several
people asked to continue the discussion. In
response to these requests an open forum was

want to see Dordt College submit to the influ-

they must commit themselves to the hard
work of the ongoing, biblically-directed, inner

mic program to prepare its students to live as

scheduled for the All-College Assembly the
evening of November 30,1995. A large group
gathered and, under the leadership of history

kingdom citizens in contemporary

professor Kenn Hermann, considered

Dordt can remain true to its Reformed,

Christian purpose, not only as it thinks of the
future, but also as it seeks by way of its acadesociety.

At the convocation Dr. Marsden spoke
under the title, "The Christian College and the
Culture of the American

University."

He

two

questions:

I) What external pressures does Dordt face
that challenge its integrity? Once having

/

ences of secularism. It's also clear that they
recognize that, if secularism is to be avoided,

reformation

of the sciences.

May God direct us by His Word and inspire
us by His Spirit as we seek to fulfill that commitment.
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Dordt publications honored by CASE
acco De Vin graduated from Dordt
College in May '95 with a degree in
graphic arts and, just a couple of months
later, designed a college events calendar for
his alma mater. His calendar went on to grab a
silver award in a competition sponsored by
District VI of the Council for the
Advancement and Support of Education
(CASE).
De Vin's calendar joined four other Dordt
award winners in the competition, which had
over 600 entries from seventy-two colleges,
universities, and other educational entities.
Dordt materials took awards in five of the
forty-three competition categories, garnering a
gold, two silvers, and two bronzes. The CASE
District VI competition is an annual event
open to CASE members in Iowa, Missouri,
Kansas, Nebraska, South and North Dakota,
Wyoming, and Colorado.
"I'm quite pleased with our results in this
competition," says public relations director
Jim De Young. "Since the competition is dominated by major universities with much larger
promotion budgets than ours, coming up with

five awards is quite a coup for Dordt College.
We entered to find out how our materials,
especially some new stuff we have, stacked up
according to other professionals in the business. Since all but one of our entries won an
award, I guess we stack up pretty well."
De Vin, a graphic artist at Demeo
Publishing in Boyden, Iowa, designed the
1995-96 Dordt College events calendar in his
first year as a full-time employee at Demeo.
However, De Vin also designed the previous
year's calendar when he was working as an
intern there.
"Jacco designed a beautiful calendar for ns
last year," says De Young, "but I didn't enter it
into competition. This year I had a number of
new materials I wanted to enter, so I included
Jacco's calendar too. I'm not at all surprised
that it's an award winner, because I personally
haven't seen college events calendars any better. Especially for someone at the beginning of
his career, Jacco is exceptionally talented."
The other materials that won awards were
college recruitment pieces. A poster with the
theme "Step Into a Larger World" took the

gold in the "Visual Design-Posters"
category, beating out entries from Kansas State
University and the University of Northern Iowa
for the honor. The college's recruitment video,
titled "A Place for You:' won a silver for
"Electronic Media-Student
Recruitment."
A four-piece series of admissions publications won bronzes in two categories:
"Publications-Student
Recruitment" and
"Visual Design-Series
or Multiple Piece
Projects."
The print materials were designed by the
Stein Educational Marketing Group of Atlanta,
Georgia. Video Image Productions of Siloam
Springs, Arkansas, produced the video.

Jacco de Vin's silver-award-winning calendar uses fnll-color photographs of students
and facnlty interspersed with two-tone blocks
to give visual interest. De Vin used a
Macintosh Computer with "Photo Shop" and
"Quark Express" to design the calendar.
De Vin, a graphic arts major at Dordt, now
uses computers for much of his work. In addition to calendars, he designs catalog covers,
posters, promotional brochures, and magazine
advertisements .
.New possibilities are opening up for multimedia work almost every week, says De Vin.
The Internet gives access to a wide variety of
computer generated images. He adds that
more and more companies are eager to incorporate computer graphics technology into
their sales programs. A salesman for a floor
company, for example, may soon be able to
carry a laptop computer rather than drive
around a whole van full of samples, he says.
Catalog images can now be stored on CD, and
a computer program could make the choice of
carpet or tiles interactive by constructing patterns and designs according to customers'
wishes.
De Vin is putting his graphic design training
to work every day and increasing his expertise
with each new project he completes. "I'm now
leaning toward multi-media work," he says. "I
like it, and there's lots of opportunity for it."

Since

the competition

is dominated by major
universities with much
larger promotion
budgets than ours,
coming up with five
awards is quite a coup
for Dordt College.

"

Radio tower can now help farmers tend their fields
ordt College radio station KDCR's
tower can do more than transmit signals for radio listeners these days. It
can also transmit signals that help farmers
care for their crops.
It's all part of a new technology called GPS,
geo-positioning system or site-specific farming. Farmers plot their fields and collect information on the field's condition that is accurate
to within three feet.
It works this way. A field is mapped out on
a grid so that there are coordinates for any
spot on the field. A farmer on a tractor with
computer equipment, data receivers, and yield
monitors can record information about any
part of the field. He may note that an area is
low in nitrogen, or that the yield rate is low, or
that there is a concentration of weeds or pests.
That knowledge allows the farmer to treat a
section of the field as needed without applying more fertilizer, pesticide, or seed to the
whole field to compensate for one area.
In some higher density population areas,
such technology is becoming mandatory to
ensure that no excess chemicals are put on the

December 1995

land to further contaminate the environment,
he says.
At present the Dordt farm has been mapped
out into two and one half acre units.
However, before the college can actually do
site-specific farming it will need to purchase
the equipment to monitor and collect data.
Alumnus Eric Bartels, who works for a
local elevator, has worked with Goedhart and
Dordt's agriculture department to explore
using KDCR's tower for his customers.
Although Bartels had to find a transmitter for
four local farmers before Dordr's tower was
ready to service GPS, he says he may use the
KDCR tower next year.
Bartels has been promoting the new technology in the local area because he believes it
could be good for both the environment and
the producer. "That doesn't happen too often,"
he adds.
Although the equipment needed to use GPS
is not currently owned by the college,
Goedhart believes it is important for students
to be introduced to the system. "They need to
be invol ved in the process to be able to ask

questions and evaluate both the concerns and
the benefits of such technology," he says.
At present Goedhart has questions of his
own: how small will the sampling have to be
to really know what a field needs, are the
costs of equipment justified, does this method
simply make farmers more dependent on
experts and take them further from the land
itself.
But he also recognizes the benefits. Any
way to reduce overall use of seed, fertilizer,
and pesticide is valuable. And because many
people today are forced to farm part-time,
such methods may allow them to stay in farming even though they need to supplement their
earnings with another job.
The principle is similar to what we do in the
classroom, says Goedhart, "to treat small
areas independently is like focusing on individual students instead of teaching to the average or to those who have the most difficult
time." He is willing to explore the possibilities
to help his stndents be able to make informed
choices that will lead to more stewardly use of
the land and resources.
/

Any way to reduce
overall use of seed,
fertilizer, and pesticide
is valuable.

"
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Helping students get past math anxiety

M

athematics can be an intimidating
subject for many, and elementary
education students are no exception.
Future elementary school teachers are
required to take two math courses, Math 108
and Ed 322, to counteract fear and prepare
them to teach mathematics to their young students. This year, the courses are being combined and team-taught for the first time by
mathematics professor Arnold Veldkamp and
education professor Dennis Vander Plaats.
"One of our main goals," says Veldkamp, "is
to help students overcome math anxiety."
Math 108, Mathematics for Elementary
Teachers, is a fairly new requirement designed
to ensure that future teachers understand basic
elementary math and the theory behind it. Ed
322, Teaching Mathematics in the Elementary
School, has traditionally been a methods
course, helping students learn how to communicate mathematical concepts to elementary
students. The new team-teaching approach
combines math and education, rather than
teaching all theory one semester and all methods the next.

The new team-teaching
approach combines math
and education, rather
than teaching all theory
one semester and all
methods the next.

"

A typical day might include Veldkamp lecturing about fractions and related ideas.
Vander Plaats would pick up the same theme,
showing students examples of how they might
communicate the idea of fractions to elementary school students using a candy bar broken
in pieces or using rows of desks. Veldkamp's
experience in teaching math includes twentyseven years at the college level and six years
at high school level, while Vander Plaats
draws on twenty-four years of teaching in an
elementary school classroom.
When Veldkamp first proposed team-teaching, both professors could see the possibilities
of the approach. It didn't take long for them to
organize and expand on the idea. Fortunately,
Dordt's comparatively small size as a college
enables it to experiment with new ideas.

Vander Plaats, who took a course this summer
at the University of South Dakota, says his
instructor was impressed by the innovative
idea but added that logistics at USD would
prevent them from implementing a similar
idea.
So far, feedback from students about the
course has been positive. Both professors say
that students appreciate the "Iow-key" atmosphere. With both professors interacting and
cooperating to teach, the class becomes less
formal.
Vander Plaats and Veldkamp meet after
every class period to go over the syllabus and
decide who will teach what the next day. Both
professors enjoy working together. "This is a'
trial year," says Vander Plaats, "but the way
things have been going, I'd like to continue."

Campus Capsules
oU may have noticed that Dordt College
has a home page on the World Wide Web.
Although the site is still under development,
connecting through the Web will get you into
Dordt's gopher system which lists a variety of
information about different departments in the
college. Dordt's site address is:
http://www.dordt.edu

-Three-fourths
of the freshmen class
received some scholarship.
-299 freshmen received a MeritIHonors
scholarship.
-72 freshmen received a Major/Program
Scholarship.
-85 freshmen received a Leadership/Activity
scholarship.
Total cost of tuition, room, board, and fees $13,130
Sample financial aid package including grants
and loans - $10,325.

Student show honored

Elderhostel

S

D

Campus won't miss KDCR
tower, only the memories
.

T'o

w e r-

In spite of recent health
concerns over radiation, the
radio tower on campus posed
very little risk. Several years
ago, Dr. Paulo Ribeiro, then
professor of engineering,
tested the tower and all surrounding areas. Results
showed that the only area of
possible injury from radio
frequency radiation was within a few feet of the base of
the tower, and then only after
extended periods of time.
Wooden fences were set up at
the base of the tower to prevent access. Fences will also
be placed around the new
tower.
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DCR,Dordt's radio station, has been
part of the college since 1968. The
ower, which rises 3oo feet into the air
behind the gym, has been a fixture on campus
for so long that most people on campus overlook it unless someone draws attention to it.
Pranks over the years have done just that.
Denny De Waard, radio director at KDCR,
says that everything from bicycles to pumpkins to bedsheets have been hung from the
tower by adventurous pranksters.
However easy the tower may be to overlook, its radio signals do not go unnoticed.
Students who live close to the tower sometimes hear KDCR on their stereos, whether
the radio is tuned to the station or not. The
chapel public address system and some equipment in the science labs are occasionally
affected by the radio waves, and interference
from the signal even causes problems in
KDCR's own recording studio.
Soon, though, all such interference should
stop. The present radio tower will be taken
down to make room for the planned recreation
center. A new tower will be erected just half a
mile away, and the old tower and transmitter
will be shipped to Pella to be used by a new
Christian radio station.
Dordt's new tower will be solid-core, an
improvement on the older tube-type model.
The extra weight means KDCR will be able to
lease space to cellular telephone companies.
The tower will also be 2oo feet taller, which
means radio coverage will extend further.
Additional height is more important than an
increase in power for FM radio waves, says
De Waard, because they travel by line of sight.
Areas which formerly received weak KDCR
signals should have stronger and more reliable
reception.
KDCR hopes to complete the new tower
before groundbreaking for the new recreation
center takes place on April I.

World Wide Web

Y

•

enior theatre arts major Mark Du Mez's oneman show, "Finding Center" was accepted
for performance at the American College Theatre
Festival (ACTF) to be held in St. Louis in midJanuary. Du Mez's show is a series of improvisational pieces using movement and mime. The
tone ranges from comic to serious.
The work has a strong faith theme and falls
into the category of experimental theatre, says
theatre professor Simon du Toit. It is fresh,
thoughtful, and entertaining.
In addition to the ACTF performance, Du
Mez is planning other performances. He is currently scheduled to play at Intermission, a
restaurant in the old theatre in Rock Rapids,
Iowa, and in TePaske Theatre in Sioux Center.

Financial Aid Facts

•

-Total aid available to Dordt students
reached nearly $8 million in 1995-96.
-Nearly 95 percent of all Dordt students
receive some form of financial aid.

/

•

ordt College is one of nearly 2000 educational institutions that participates in
Elderhostel-a
non-profit organization dedicated to the belief that learning and discovery
are lifelong activities. Dordt offers a one-week
program in May each year, coinciding with
the Tulip Festival in Orange City. Courses
focus on Dutch history and/or culture, and
field trips take in places of interest in the area,
including the Tulip Festival.

•

Community Education Award
l"'\ordt College, the City of Sioux Center,
Uthe
Sioux Center Chamber of Commerce,
and the Sioux Center Community Schools
were presented with the Outstanding
Community Education Award by the Iowa
Department of Education on November I.
The community education program is a
cooperative effort coordinated by a director of
community education within the Sioux Center
Community Schools.

December
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Music department receives
collection of organ music
and old hymnals

F

aithful stewardship in the Biblical parable led to the famous words of the servant's master: to everyone who has,

more will be given. Such was the case for

Dordt this past summer.
Dordt's music program, with close to twenty
organ students, is bigger than most colleges of
its size. That relatively high number of organ
students and church music majors brought the
college a library of organ music and a collection of church hymnals. Dr. Joan Ringerwole,
professor of music, says both collections

were

given to the college in large part "because
Dordt is one of the few schools left with a
major in organ and church music."
John Tibbes donated an extensive library of
organ music to the college

early last summer

in memory of his wife, Martha. Martha Tibbes
loved music. She was an organist, choir director, and church music director for many years
in Holland, Michigan. She was also active in

church music conferences in the Christian
Reformed Church. Before she died, Martha
Tibbes visited Dordt and played on Dordt's

Casavant organ.
Tibbes has a special place in Ringerwole's
memory: she was her first music teacher in

elementary school. "But I won't say when that
was!" she adds with a smile.
"Martha Tibbes was a very good organist and
devoted her life to excellence in church music;'
says Ringerwole. "Because of that, she gave us
very good music as well." In addition to music
by famous composers like Bach, Brahms, and
Reger, the collection includes some hard-to-

Planner helps time management

M

ost ~udents and even a number of faculty
are carrying around a small three-ring
binder this year. They range in color from a
staid forest green to garrish yellow to bright
purple. The binders are a new planner developed
by career counseling director Ron Rynders and
resident life director Mike Loomis.
The binder is an attempt to help students better manage their time, says Rynders. He and
Loontis, both Franklin planner devotees, decided to create a planner that would include the
specific schedule information and activities
Dordt students would need to keep their lives
organized.
The page-a-day planner also lists campus
activities for that day. Beginning second semester, a week-in-a-glance page will be added.
"We've received several positive comments,"
says Rynders. He is currently conducting a survey to gauge student response to the planner and
gather suggestions for improvement.
"

•

What's there to do on the weekend?
tudents have always looked forward to
weekends. Dordt students are no exception.
And, because most students stay on campus,
weekends are busy and enjoyable times.
On almost any Friday and Saturday evening,
Dordt students can choose to attend or participate in a number of activities. Movies, concerts, plays, dances, coffee house, athletic
games, and comedy league are just a few events
scattered regularly throughout the semester's
calendar.
Last year the Coffee House began. Several
times a semester, students plan an evening of

S

find Dutch music, several arrangements for
organs and instruments, vocal music, and organ
method books. Students have already used
some of the music for church service playing
and tried a few of the arrangements with brass
and string instruments.
John Tibbes wanted his wife's music to be
put to good use, and Ringerwole will make
sure it is. '.'The thing that impresses me most is
that now her tradition of good music is going
to be carried on," she adds.
A collection of church hymnals was recently
presented to the college for much the same
reason. Last spring David Netz, chief information officer at Dordt, met a woman named
Kathy Van Fossan at a conference for
Christian librarians. Van Fossan comes from
Olivet Nazarene University in Illinois. In a discussion about music and Christian college curricula, says Netz, two of the conference attendants (both of them Nazarenes) agreed that in
general, their tradition "had little vision left for
church music as part of a "liberal arts" tradition." Netz' comments about the role of music
in church made it clear that the same was not
true of the Reformed tradition.
Van Fossan' s father had taught music and
acquired a sizeable collection of books
throughout his lifetime. After her conversation
with Netz, Van Fossan sent a list of fifty to seventy-five books in her father's collection; hymnals from several denominations and eras,
some from as early as the 1920s. She eventually sent the whole collection of books to Dordt.
The hymnals have been catalogued in
Dordt's library, and a number of them have
been used already as resources for a church
music class.

poetry and music over a cup of specialty coffee
or a coffee drink. Students read their work, perform on guitar, and find good conversation in a
warm atmosphere. Comedy League, which is
also student-run, happens every other Friday,
showcasing amazingly creative talent and
humor. It packs the student union lounge every
time it occurs.
Second run movies show every other week.
Dances, sponsored by a variety of campus
groups, occur every couple of weeks. Director
of resident life Mike Loontis also brings in special activities: a climbing wall, velcro olympics,
and air ball, to name a few.
Several once-a-year traditional events have
been given a new spark. The Talent
Extravaganza, which has for years been one of
the most popular events of the year, continues
and may expand. The annual Spring Banquet
celebrating the end of the year was transformed
into Spring Fling last year, taking on the character of a Renaissance Festival with activities
planned for all day and evening. A Christmas
Banquet with entertainment will begin this year.
And there's plenty more. A theatre trip to
Minneapolis, a variety of campus theatre productions each year, a shopping trip to the Mall
of America, poetry readings, camping weekends, Northwest Iowa Symphony Orchestra
concerts, inspirational speakers, volleyball and
basketball games, and concerts by such internationally known artists as the St. Paul Chamber
Orchestra conducted by Bobby McFertin this
January. Such events give students more to
choose from than they can actually do and still
keep up with their studies. But it helps meet the
variety of interests on campus and promotes a
healthy balance in students' lives.

Engineering alum earns national award

W

endy Schiebout ('95) is one of Dordt's
first female engineering majors. She is
also the first to receive a national
award for her senior design project. Schiebout's
design eamed her first place for the North
Midwest region in the American Society of
Engineers' "Old Guard" competition last April.
As regional winner, Schiebout eamed the
opportunity to participate in the 1995
International Mechanical Engineering Congress
and Exposition in San Francisco in November.
There she placed third out offourteen participants. The "Old Guard," consisting of senior
members of the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME), puts on their competition to
encourage people to actively participate in the
engineering profession, says Schiebout.
Nolan Van Gaalen, professor of engineering at
Dordt, accompanied Schiebout to the competition
in April. Her presentation at the conference was
professional, he says. Schiebout used up-to-date
software and a lap-top computer during the presentation, and a videotape allowed the audience to
see the actual motion as she described the
mechanical design.
For her part, Schiebout was encouraged by the
fact that awards were given for practical down-toearth designs. Schiebout's design definitely has
practical implications.
Her senior project was done in collaboration
with classmate Rob Antonides, she designing the
mechanical aspects and he the electrical. Their
project, called "An Island Placement Station,"
used web-handling and converting technology.
Web technology is used especially by pharmaceutical companies for flat packaging, as, for example, in the manufacturing of bandages. Schiebout
and Antonides designed a machine that could use
two webs, or two rolls of material, at once. The
new design doesn't waste any gauze, says Wendy,
making the process stewardly and economically
beneficial. The gauze for some bandages or
patches can make up ninety-five percent of the
cost.
Both Schiebout and Antonides now work for
Delta Industrial, a company in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Delta has seen that the new design can
work and wants to develop it, says Schiebout, but
they have been too bnsy with other orders in the
last months to work with it further.
Schiebout says Dordt's program taught her how
to work hard. "When you take so many credits
you leam to discipline yourself," she says. She
showed her willingness to work hard both in and
out of class at Dordt. Last year, Schiebout was
student section chair of the mechanical engineering student club. Largely because of her work,
says Van Gaalen, the club won a most-improved
section award. Dordt's section includes North and
South Dakota, Nebraska, Minnesota, Iowa,
Missouri, and Kansas.
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Veenstra earns reputation
as caring, practical teacher

R

rDr. Charles Veenstra, the most satis-

fying part of teaching is to watch stu-

dents mature.

T he students keep
teaching fresh. Each
person I teach is a
new challenge and
inspiration to do
my best.

"

''To see them grab hold of a Reformed
Christian perspective and run with it makes
every paper and test I've ever graded worthwhile," he says. Veenstra sees freshmen grow
in confidence as they speak about serious
issues and defend their ideas in Communication 110. He tries to challenge freshmen and
upperclass students to think critically and to
think Christianly as they take his courses.
Students say that Veenstra helps them develop
a Christian perspective on life. Veenstra was
honored last spring with the John Calvin Award
which is given annually to a Dordt faculty member who inspires and instructs students in a
reformational worldview and helps them apply it
to contemporary living. The award is based on
nominations from alumni and faculty, and recipients are selected by a committee of alumni.
"The award is probably the highest honor of
my career," says Veenstra. Helping students
develop the ability to think critically, to
become more sensitive to their interpersonal
relationships, and to shape their Christian perspective on life is important to him.
"!t's very affirming and fires me up to work
even harder," he adds.
Veenstra, who says he never gets bored with
teaching-although he admits to occasionally
getting tired of the grading, says that staying
enthused is not difficult. "The students keep I
teaching fresh. Each person I teach is a new
challenge and inspiration to do my best," In
fact, he says he hates graduation because he
must say goodbye to people he has learned to
care about.
Caring about students is important for being
an effective teacher, Veenstra believes. It is also
a recurring theme in student course evaluations
and in alumni nominations for the John Calvin
Award.
One wrote, "Dr. Veenstra was always available to talk to and to explain concepts that
were unclear."
"I believe a good teacher has to accept students where they are, gradually helping them
move ahead. That means listening to what
they are thinking and feeling, and knowing
what they are interested in," he says.
He often comes to class early because he
believes that listening to students' interests and
concerns helps him better relate the study of
communication to their lives.
Because of the nature of his discipline,
Veenstra probably gets to know more about
students' thoughts and lives than professors
in some other areas. As they give speeches or
write journals or participate in small groups,
students learn to communicate while they
explore ideas of their own choosing. The
subject of their work is often less content
specific than that of a history or mathematics
or music course. This creates an opportunity
for Veenstra to challenge students to apply
their Christian world view to contemporary
issues and to their beliefs and lifestyles
while they sharpen their rhetorical skills.
That is not to say that for Veenstra Christian
perspective lies only in how students approach
contemporary issues. They study the nature of
the communication process and the principles
that govern it. Trust, he believes, is one such
basic principle laid out in creation. When a
roommate or a business partner or a politician
violates that norm, communication is ineffective and breaks down. Our belief that we are

created in the image of God also has important
implications for communication, says Veenstra.
Another is that obedience, not desire for power
or success, should govern our communicating.
These and other principles form the foundation for a Communication 110 text that
Veenstra and his colleague, Dr. Daryl Vander
Kooi, have compiled for the department's general education offering.
"We have a high view of communication
because of how people were created," he says.
"We're concerned about listening and speaking
skills, but also non-verbal actions, context, and
motivation."
A second theme that recurs in student and
alumni evaluations of Veenstra's teaching is its
practicality. Students appreciate learning life
skills for speaking to other people publicly and
for relating in personal relationships.
One student wrote "The things learned in
this class can easily be applied to situations in
all types of relationships ...! would recommend
it to anyone." An alumnus wrote that what he
learned in Veenstra's class helped shape the
way he relates to people today.
Veenstra has seen significant changes in his
field since he began teaching at Dordt nineteen years ago. The focus of the discipline has
changed from speech to the communication

process as it happens between people: interpersonal relationships, organizational communications, small group dynamics. Even all of
the journals have changed their names, he
says. Through it all he tries to keep up professionally by reading, teaching new courses, and
attending conferences. A study tour to the
Middle East two years ago made him much
more conscious of cross cultural communication, leading him to propose a new course in
that area.
Veenstra is enthusiastic about his work in
his quiet way. He speaks fondly of students
and appreciatively of his colleagues across the
college. Their commitment and willingness to
work together as a community have had a dramatic impact on his life and teaching, he says.
"I've been at Dordt for nearly half of its
existence and have seen amazing growth in
perspective, expertise, and reputation." Good
colleagues, he says, have helped him grow in
his Christian understanding both of his discipline and of the world in which he lives.
Veenstra adds, "That's a testimony to the
importance of the community of believers in
which we work and learn."
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Plumbline

.,"

Seeing racial injustice as a religious issue
In this issue we begin to share with
you some of the Plumblines broadcast on Dordt's radio station, KDCR.
They are printed in an effort to stimulate thinking about issues we face
as Christians living in 1995.

J

I

-R

r some people right
now it is harvest season.
For others it is hunting
season. For me, it is research paper season,
an annual exercise in self-torture I engage in
as [ harvest the efforts of three weeks of
research and writing by my students, hoping
to see that my teaching and their scholarship
has born fruit. There is fruit, but sometimes
the fruit is shrivelled, and seems to have
barely survived a drought. Other times,
though, it is fruit that is rich, full bodied,
succulent and nourishing. Correcting those
well-written papers is sheer delight.
Correcting the shrivelled papers can be torture.
This year the papers were on various
aspects of affirmative action. And I was
mildly surprised to discover that about seventy-five percent of my students are
adamantly opposed to just about all manifestations of affirmative action in our country. I
suspect that many of them have taken this
attitude from their homes, homes that are
predominantly white and middle class.
[ suppose [ should not have been surprised. Jonathan Yardley, writing in a recent
edition of the Washington Post, says
unequivocally that "the civil rights era is
over." He points to recent decisions in the
federal courts, the rise of a conservative
political order deeply rooted in coded
racism, and a general sense among people
today that the social cures of the 60s and 70s
have f:tiled.
While acknowledging the failure of certain civil rights measures, including busing
and a number of affirmative action policies.
Yardley bemoans the change of heart we are
undergoing as a culture, saying:
What a pity it is, though, to see our
baser instincts once again triumphing
over our better ones. A desegregated society, from which we seek to retreat not
merely in our schools but in other parts of
our common lives, was a noble goal, and
the commitment with which we briefly
pursued it was admirable bordering on
amazing.
[ suspect that Yardley is correct in saying
that the civil rights movement is dead and [
believe my students' attitudes represent a
national anger or irritation toward what
appears, sometimes, to be preferential treatment of minorities. Yet like
Yardley, [feel a
sadness about the
racial climate
today.
I am concerned
because a few of
my students
express attitudes
in their papers
that can only be
described as
racist. I am con-
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cemed because some of them seem completely indifferent to the plight of the poorespecially minorities. [ ask them, "What
should be done to help the urban and rural
poor, those victims of centuries of slavery
and racism?" They give me blank looks, or
they write, "Why should I have to worry
about injustices of the past?"
[don't want them necessarily to be pro
affirmative action, but I want them to care
about the poor, the downtrodden, the exploited. And [ want them to propose somethingif not affirmative action, yet something to
help right past wrongs. I am aware that black
writers like Shelby Steele speak eloquently
and persuasively about the negative aspects
of affirmative action. Steele notes correctly, [
suspect that it has increased racial tension in
this country, that it frequently makes blacks
feel inferior by giving them what they
haven't eamed, that it promotes negative
self-image in some blacks by putting them in
situations in which they are not able to perform competently. But [am also aware that
Steele and others advocate different programs and reforms to seek economic justice.
And I know that ninety-five percent of the
best jobs in business are still held by whites.
Many of my students seem unaware that
racial injustice has or does occur--except
for what they call reverse discrimination
against white males.
[ am concerned that very few of my students see racial injustice or racial tensions as
a religious issue. In an article in Christianity
Today, Paul R. Spickard, an instructor at
Bethel College in St. Paul, describes how he
experienced reverse discrimination several
times as he applied for academic positions in
major universities. His response? "I am willing to take second best if overall fairness is
achieved. After all, for biblical Christians,
fairness--often
translated in the Bible as
'justice' or 'righteousness'-is
a fundamental principle by which God calls us to live.
And affirmative action is an appropriate part
of a larger program aimed at achieving the
godly goal of putting others' welfare before
my own."
Of course, all Christians don't have to
agree with Spickard, that giving minorities
special privileges brings about justice, but all
Christians do have to be concerned for the
poor, do have to learn to put others ahead of
self.
So far [ have been talking about the shriv-

Plumb lines explore contemporary issues

.
AI

any carpenter knows, a plumbline has long been the standard for buildtog straight walls. The plumb line IS used as a metaphor in Amos 7, where
he Lord says, "I am setting a plumb line among my people Israel,'
KDCR's program "Plumbline," as the name implies, seeks to evaluate current
issues according to standards given in God's word.
Plumblines are five-minute commentaries aired three times daily on KDCR.
During this time, contributors look at contemporary issues from a Reformed
Christian perspective. When the program began over twenty years ago, Dordt faculty were the primary commentators. Over the years dozens of other people from
the area have become involved. But KDCR news director Tim Vos thinks
Plumbline is such a good idea that he would like to see its pool of contributors
expand beyond the station's 90-mile listening area.
To solicit more contributors, the station recently sent letters to fifty Dordt alumni, asking them to consider writing plumblines. Distant alumni could tape
plumblines either at local Christian radio stations or with a good quality recorder
and then send the tapes to KDCR.
In order to make "Plumb line" accessible to more people, KDCR also plans to
develop a World Wide Web site containing Plumbline scripts. The internet site
would allow readers to interact with others by posting comments and reactions.
Vos sees an internet forum as a unique opportunity for faculty and graduates to
continue wrestling with the implications of our Reformed worldview for everyday
life. At the same time, such discussions would build up the Reformed faith-community.
Yos adds that approximately 500 radio stations currently have web sites. "We
need to get on the ball," he says. "We can use this technology to make one of our
best programs available to many more people."

elled fruit, the papers that have disappointed
me. [ must hasten to add that I also received
many fair-minded papers, papers that exhibit
concern for minorities even while they argue
that affirmative action is no longer an effective tool of achieving racial equality and
papers in favor of affirmative action. A number of students say that even though they
began their papers with the notion that affirmative action was unequivocally bad, their
investigation changed their minds, so that
they acknowledge its successes and ask sincerely how its failures can be overcome.
That is encouraging because we need a
new generation of whites and blacks dedicated to doing the hard work of achieving racial
and economic justice. As 1 write this, the
Million Man March on Washington is occurring. Whatever its accomplishments, it is a
separatist sort of activity involving primarily
only black men-not
whites and not women.
That's worrisome. So is the division between
whites and blacks that the O. 1. Simpson verdict uncovered.
If the Civil Rights era is dead, it should
not be followed by an era of racial hostility
or even separation. Realizing that, a bipartisan group of congressmen have urged
President Clinton to form a bipartisan commission "to lead us to a new era of progress
between the races which this country desperately needs."
But we need more than a new commission.
Christian young people from schools like
Dordt must be in the forefront of those working to bring about reconciliation, peace and
justice among the races.
[ began by talking about harvest, and I am
now reminded of something the Psalmist
said: "Those who sow in tears will reap in
joy." Racial relations right now are going
through a period of tears, but if we faithfully
sow seeds of justice and healing, we shall
indeed reap in joy.
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Dordt's assessment program
praised by North Central
Essay Ratings & Importance of Developing
A Meaningful Philosophy of Life ...

N

Orth Central's Dr. Cecilia Lopez was
so impressed with Dordt's assessment model that she urged the Dordt
College Assessment Committee to take it
"on the road." They are. In March, Dr. Paul
Moes and Dr. Kenneth Bussema will present
Dordt's essay-writing assessment program to
attendees at North Central's annual confer-

Average Ratings on Essay
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ence held in Chicago.
Lopez, who is associate director of the
North Central Association, was on campus in
October to talk about assessment and North
Central's requirements for accreditation. She
praised the sophistication and level of development of Dordt's program, which, she says,
is one of the best she's seen for determining
how a school's mission statement affects
change in its students' lives. She believes
other schools can benefit from the work
Dordt has done.
Lopez, who has recently reviewed over
175 such plans, said "It's a textbook case of
how to do it right."
"Lopez's visit was something of a reality
check for us," says Dr. Roclme McCarthy,

It's a textbook case of
how to do it right.
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Composite

Worldview

Reasoning

affairs. Dordt's

last reaccreditation occurred in 1991, before
North Central began requiriog schools to
seek approval for their assessment plan.
Since 1991 the assessment committee has

developed what they believe to be a strong

Our assessment goals

assessment

instrument, but they wanted out-

side verification.

Lopez gave what they were looking for
Graduates will be able to demonstrate:
A. A biblical faith and a working understanding of 'worldviews' in themselves
and others. They will:
I. recognize the central guidiog role of the Bible for all areas of life.
2. be able to describe the main themes of the Bible.
~
3. have developed a coherent, biblical Reformed worldview.
4. be able to 'critique' the prevailing worldviews of our age (i.e. understand

and more. She complimented
on how well their assessment

linked to the goals of the institution and on
how well they articulated what Dordt values.
She also commended their use of multiple

how each is distinct and how it contrasts to their own worldview).
5. possess an internalized

the committee
goals were

set of Biblical nonns.

B. A working understanding of creational structure. They will:
I. recognize/understand the significance of the order aod diversity of the creation.
2. recognize/understand
the divine origin and preservation of the creation
which makes systematic investigation of creation possible.
3. recognize the special place of human beings in creation.
4. recognize our responsibilities
toward creation.

lyon

institution-wide

assessment.

The next

and revised by the committee. Each essay is
read by three different raters to ensure con-

to be remarkably valid, eveo exceeding

and comprehensive

argument

expectations, he says. He has found a significant correlation between the essay results
and test scores from the Academic Profile

4. a commitment to life-long learning.
5. a commitment of service to God and to fellow humans.
6. a commitment to the continued renewal of culture and the self-awareness
their own skills to contribute to that renewal.

Institutional

Research

Program (CIRP) tests. Reasoning and critical
thinking skills tested by the essay correlated
well with those of the other tests used. Moes
is particularly happy with this result, because

(written or oral).
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rizing the results of the latest freshmen and

and Cooperative
systematic,

of

and interest-

easier because of the work already done on

senior essays. The results have been shown

gratioo of knowledge).
3. the ability to present a cohesive,

instruments, says Moes.
"The results are encouraging

ing," says Moes, but they take many hours to
obtain. Trained faculty read thirty essays
each and rate them according to a carefully
spelled-out system developed by Bussema

ment, is currently preparing a report summa-

structure in writing; effective oral presentation and listening skills; as well
as sound reasoning skills (analytical problem solving, critical thinking, inte-

to ask

stage is to develop departmental assessment
plans so that results will be ready for the
reaccreditation self-study in 2001.
Developing the departmental plans will be

how we can best meet the goals we set for
student learning.
Moes, who is director of student assess-

2. essential 'vocatiooal' and professional skills, such as language skills ('college level' reading comprehension); appropriate grammatical and thought

faculty are beginning

ing their program and setting up assessment

tures and how cultures shape individual responses.
4. recognize individual responsibility to promote justice within the society.
D. The skills and commitment necessary for lives of service. They will demon-

ing.

Nevertheless,

now ready to begin a oew level," says Me
Carthy. The first three years focused primari-

better understand how our mission statement
gives shape to the curriculum and therefore

think-

to

for results from their department. Not only
will the information give valuable feedback
for teacbing, but it will be useful for review-

an institutional level, says McCarthy. The
process will be tied to program reviews in
each department, which in turn will help us

1. specialized knowledge within a discipline as well as interdisciplinary

program, Moes is beginning

break the results dowo by departments.
"Our sample after three years is just now
becoming large eoough to give reliable
results for the general program. The samples
for individual departments are still a bit low
to be helpful," says Moes.

measures: tests, interviews, and the essay.
But her compliments and encouragement
do not mean that the work is over. "We are

5. be able to engage in interdisciplinary thinking/problem solving.
C. A working understanding of creational development. They will:
1. recognize the call to shape culture.
2. be committed to stewardship of the creation.
3. understand the forces (historical and social) that have shaped modern cul-

strate:

education

he wondered if the essay assessment

would

be able to capture these skills.
Although the questions students are asked
to address focus primarily on the general
/

sistency.

Some have asked whether all of this effort
isn't just a lot of time spent jumping through
hoops to satisfy North Central. But
McCarthy says that by telling us more about
the kinds of students we serve, the results
have already affected the kinds of questions
he and others are asking about Dordt's program. For example, the results have made us
more aware of the needs of students who are

at risk because they are in the fourth quartile
of ACT. Changes in freshmeo orientation are
also direct results of knowledge gained
through assessment.
"Knowing what our students are like helps
us target resources to best serve their needs,"

says McCarthy. Another result is the hiriog of
a person to work with students with learning

disabilities. And in the future, McCarthy
hopes to address the needs of hooors students,
based on the assessment

findings.
continued on page 9
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"By documenting what students are learning,
we gain a better idea of how to improve the
total education we offer," says McCarthy. "We
have found that our students are generally well
prepared, but tend to be below the national
nanns in self-confidence. This can affect their
long-term goals."
What does that mean for the academic program? Many things, but one goal is to help students take more responsibility for their learning, making sure they develop the ability to
think critically and make judgements about
issues and long term goals. As faculty become
more aware of these resnlts they can develop
strategies that will encourage growth both in
weak and in strong areas.
"Assessment results are helping us do some
good planning," says McCarthy, who is very
appreciative of the work of the assessment
committee which, he believes, truly seeks to
evaluate results in a holistic manner.
Like Lopez, McCarthy believes that Moes
and Bussema can offer something valuable to
other institutions, both Christian and 000Christian, who are trying to set up assessment
programs. Christian institutions with holistic

mission statements have sometimes reduced
their assessment of "spiritual" development to
quantifiable skill development without adequate ways to gauge development of religious
perspective. Non-Christian schools may not
use development of world view or understanding of biblical themes as part of their goals,
but will still find the principle useful.
Meanwhile the committee is taking seriously Lopez's charge to "get the information out
there." Moes and Bussema have presented the
program to members of the Coalition of
Christian Colleges and Universities. Calvin
College is already using Dordl's essay-writing
scheme as part of its assessment program and
other colleges are interested in learning more.
On the home front, departments are scheduled to begin their work on student assessment. And each year the work of evaluating
essays and test results goes on as a new group
of freshmen enrolls and a new group of
seniors leaves. Moes and the others remain
convinced that this isn't just a hoop to jump
through for North Central. It is crncial if we
are to offer timely and vital education.

Until people are born again, very little
can be done to help them with problems ...
Percent of Respondents
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Agriculture Stewardship Center
Dordt's farm opens
student's eyes

_

T

he Dordt Agriculture Stewardship Center
plays an important role in educating
Dordt ag majors. Students participate in
laboratory activities, special projects, and workstudy jobs on the Dordt farm.
"Hands-on work really helps us see how a farm
operates," says Larissa Buys, a senior ag major,
who worked on the farm last summer. "I really
needed the experience. All I had done in previous
summers was work in a meat plant."
Buys grew up on a hog farm near Chandler,
Minnesota. "I came from a farm, but knew nothing about dairy or crop farming," she says. She
came to Dordt planning to major in nursing, but
one animal science class changed her mind. "It
was m~favorite class and Professor Bajema
made it come alive;' she recalls.
Her responsibilities last summer included
milking cows, feeding calves, helping distribute Tim Stetson

•

Two Easterners discover the Dordt dairy

medication for the cattle, checking to see if the
"Ijnst
got hooked on it," says twenty-threecows were in heat, driving tractor, weeding, and
year-old Tim Stetson, about his interest in
cleaning equipment. Buys alternated weeks
farming. Stetson is the assistant manager/herdsworking either 4 a.m. to early afternoon or 8 a.m. man at the Dordt Agricultnre Stewardship Center.
to 5 p.m.
As a yonth in Collrain, Massachusetts, he spent
Buys also assisted Professor Ron Vos who was his summers on his grandfather's farm. This was
on leave and working on doctoral research. Vas his only exposure to farming, since his father is a
and Buys planted one corn field with a ground
preacher, and his mother is a banker. His parents
cover called medic and tended another control
were also the ones who encouraged Stetson to
field without it, trying to determine whether
enroll at Dordt, because it is a Christian college
medic would choke out the weeds and still sup- with an agricultnre department.
ply nitrogen to the corn.
When Stetson first visited the Center he was
Vos and Buys found that the medic did not
very impressed with the facilities. It wasn't until
help the com in their test. It actually decreased
his final year at Dordt that he worked on the .
the yield and smothered the crop. The control
farm though. After graduating last spnng, he IS
crop produced higher yield. According to Vos, the m hIS first year as an assistant manager.
results may vary depending on how and when the Stetson ISresponsible for herd health. Part of
medic is planted.
his job is getting to know the cows individnally.
"It really opened my eyes," says Buys. I never "I d~n:t goup ~~them and sa~" 'Hey Bessy,
c
I knew th ey nee d e dhow
s It gomg,
Stetson .says. I Just try to make
wor ke d with
WI
crops b elore.
.
..
'"
at least Visual contact With each cow per day. I
fertilizer and water to live, but this project helped
k
h
h
Llik aki
f
'"
get to now ow t ey are. 1 e t 109care 0
me see how crop farming works.
h
. I
d
hi th
"
.
.
t e aruma s an watc ing em grow.
Buys, who will marry another seruor ag major,
Another part of being second in command is
Kevin. Caspersen, next summer, hopes t~.live ~n supervising the work study students. "I just like
the MIdwest and own a farm some day. [Kevin] to order them around" he kids. Then more seriw~ts to g~t into cattle ?reeding, ~d I want to
ously, "We can relate'to each other because I am
get into animal or vetennary care, says Buys.
still wet behind the ears."
Her experience on the farm only confirmed
He sees the Center as a valuable learning tool
these plans.
for those who want to take advantage of it. "A lot
of it is up to the student, it's what you make of it,
like the rest of your education."
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Tim Terry
nrealized potential" was Tim Terry's first
impression of the Dordt Agriculture
Stewardship Center four years ago. Since then
the Smithville, New York, native has worked to
make the most of that potential.
In 1985, Terry received his masters in animal
science from Michigan State University. From
there he and his wife moved to New York where
Terry worked as an extension specialist for two
counties in New York, serving as a consultant for
area farmers. Terry's focus was with livestock,
dairies, and agricultural engineering. He also did
some teaching, as well as drawing up blueprints
for npgrading facilities for area farmers.
Terry came to Dordt in 1992 and has since pnt
his talent for renovating into action at the Center.
The biggest project has been redesigning the free
stalls. The machine shed and the eqnipment line
have also been renovated. Since he has come, he
has also seen an increase in productivity and herd
quality.
Terry keeps bnsy with daily dnties of milking
cows, feeding livestock, doing veterinary work,
and tending crops. He oversees operation of the
entire facility, including record keeping. On top
of these responsibilities he teaches two classes at
Dordt. "We bring the experiences from the farm
into the classroom," he"says.
Despite his busy schedule, Terry enjoys his
work. 'The farm is alive and well," he says. "We
are improving and student involvement is growing. The gradual improvement brings us closer to
our vision for what the Center can be."

"U
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We

bring the

experiences from the
farm into the
classroom.

"
Karmen Kooistra and Gwen
Alberda are senior communication majors.
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Multi-culturalism class
teaches sensitivity

C

Christians,

of

all people, should
be sensitive to
injustice and fight
hatred andfeelings
of superiority, he
reminds his class.

"

an you teach sensitivity in a classroom?
Yes, says Dr. Rick Eigenbrood of
Dordt's education department. Student
journals from his Multi-Cultural Issues in
Education class show that taking the time to
study issues and situations related to race, ethnic background, and gender makes most students more thoughtful about forming opinions.
And in many cases it changes simplistic
answers that may have been based on perceptions rather than reality.
Eigenbrood quotes one student as saying, "I
certainly had my eyes opened today ...although
I'm finding that happens a lot in this class."
Eigenbrood asks each student to maintain a
journal of personal reactions to assigned readings, films, lectures, and class discussions. They
also react to out-of-class comments, personal
experiences. television programs or news
reports.

Such an assignment makes students hear and
see things they may not have been aware of
before: racist comments, sexist actions, and
superior attitudes that hurt relationships. In
some cases students go home for vacation and
hear friends' or relatives' comments in a new
light. Or they hear fellow students and public
figures say things they may not have heard
before.
Often, the first step to increased sensitivity is
having students acknowledge their own feelings. "I try to get them to express some of their
thoughts in class," Eigenbrood says. Students
don't have to always agree with him or with
their classmates, but they need to talk.
Expressing opinions publicly helps point out
the difference between preconceptions and real
situations, he says.

A second course requirement is to write a
paper on racism. Students are asked to address
the extent to which racism exists in society and
schools and why. Most readily acknowledge
that racism exists. In the process of asking
why, though, they face things they may not
have been aware of or thought about. They
usually begin to see the roles isolation, ignorance, and misunderstanding play in fostering
racism.
But while there are many reasons for racism
as we see it, the root of it all, Eigenbrood
stresses, is sin. Christians, of all people, should
be sensitive to injustice and fight hatred and
feelings of superiority, he reminds his class.
Unfortunately Christians don't always live
lives consistent with their beliefs.
Eigenbrood is encouraged by his students'
growing resistance to injustice. Men in particular are strongly affected by some of the gender
issues the class discusses. And he points to the
fact that over the last several years more students on campus have become interested in
working for racial reconciliation and representation on campus.
That is not to say that all students shed the
attitudes they come with. But at least they
must make more conscious choices to think
and act in a particular way.
Since Eigenbrood's course is an education

sports---

course, its specific focus is on multi-cultural
issues in the classroom. One of the main ideas
he wants future teachers to take with them is
the belief that success does not mean the same
thing to every student. Success is often dependent on the teacher's ability to be flexible and
culturally sensitive. He gives as an example
that even in a school with a relatively homogenous group of students not all are able to complete an assignment on the same level. A student with access to a computer will be able to
create a much more effective and detailed project than one whose family cannot afford to
have a computer at home. "Being fair doesn't
always mean that you always get the same as
the next person," says Eigenbrood. There are
many factors that contribute to a student's ability to do her work well.
A second goal of Eigenbrood's is to develop
teachers committed to a curriculum that
reflects multi-cultural perspectives. "Not all
people are like us," Eigenbrood says. Such a
perspective can be reflected in everything from
math story problems to social studies units and
emphases.
Society is increasingly diverse and mobile.
Christian students, Eigenbrood says, need to
learn how to live together with God's people
wherever they are and whoever they are.

_

Young soccer team wins conference title

Ai

We're

going to

be in good shape for
the future. The guys
are ready to start
practice for next year
right now.

"

trong finish to the 1995 season
helped the Defenders reach the Great
lains Sectional soccer finals this fall.
Even though Dordtlostto neighboring
Westmar, the defeat couldn't dim the glow of
an outstanding 1995 season.
Soccer coach Bill Elgersma began the year
with a very young squad. The team was comprised of just two seniors and a handful of
juniors. The team also started the season without Dordt's all-time scoring leader Chris Hull,
who graduated last spring but came back to
assist Elgersma in coaching.
Without Hull in the lineup, Elgersma
changed Dordt's offensive strategy. It took the
team some time to develop a new system and,
as a result, the Defenders had just two wins and
a tie in the first five games. But they then went
seven games without a loss, winning five and
tying two.
After a loss to Birmingham Southern, ranked
fourth in the NAJA, and to Briar Cliff, the
Defenders went another seven games without a
loss. Six wins and one tie comprised that
streak, which was followed by the 4-1 loss to
Westmar in the sectional final. Dordt finished
with a 13-5-4 record.

''The way we finished the season was outstanding," Elgersma said. "Even in the losses
to Birmingham Southern and Briar Cliff, I
think we could have won,"
"Once we got used to what we were doing in
the new system, we showed outstanding
improvement. We played a great second half of
the season."
Two seniors, Kevin Caspersen and Brian
Wilgenberg. wrapped up successful careers this
fall.
Caspersen has possibly been the best keeper
in Dordt's history. He was a four-year starter in
goal, posting twelve shut-outs during his senior
year and thirty-six in his college career. Both
are school records. In his four-year career, he
allowed just 0.88 goals per game. Caspersen
earned All-Region honors, first-team All-Upper
Midwest Athletic Conference honors and firstteam All-Great Plains Sectional.
"Kevin had an unbelievable career,"
Elgersma said. "You don't get twelve shut outs
in a year without having spectacular skills. He
also benefitted from having a strong defensive
line."
Wilgenberg, a forward for the Defenders,
was also a key player. He missed all of his
junior year after suffering a serious knee injury.
But he recovered this season to be a team

/
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leader with five goals and eight assists. He was
named to the All-Regional team, first-team AllUpper Midwest Conference and first-team AllGreat Plains Sectional.
"It was a great comeback," Elgersma said.
Juniors Eric Vander Mey and Micah Schreurs
earned NAJA Soccer Scholar All-American
honors.
Along with Caspersen and Wilgenberg, both
sophomore Erek Van Riessen and Vander Mey
were named first-team All-Conference. Juniors
Dan Oppeneer and Keith Hendricks and freshman Amos Doornbos were named second-team
All-Conference. Wilgenberg, Van Riessen,
Vander Mey, freshman Sid Vander Galien and
Caspersen were each named first-team AllGreat Plains Sectional. Doornbos was named
honorable mention All-Sectional.
Elgersma also was honored as the Upper
Midwest Conference Coach-of-the- Year. Dordt
won its sixth straight conference championship.
"We were just two games away from nationals," Elgersma said. adding, "We're already
looking at next year. We had seven juniors on
the team and had a number of outstanding freshmen and sophomores. We're going to be in good
shape for the future. The guys are ready to start
practice for next year right now."
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Freshman Pluim named All-American at nationals

r

just its third season as a Dordt varsity
sport, the Dordt College women's crossountry team competed in November at
the NAIA National Cross-Country
Championships in Kenosha, Wisconsin.
Freshman Sarah Pluim from Orange City,
Iowa, earned All-American honors with a
23rd-place finish at the meet and a time of
19:15. As a team, Dordt placed 20th in the 31team field and finished ahead of several
ranked teams. Dordt junior Sonya Jongsma
earned NAIA Scholar All-American honors at
the national meet.
The Dordt men also completed a very successful season. Although they did not qualify
for nationals, they had a number of strong perfonnances throughout the season.
For the women, the trip to nationals capped
an outstanding season. As a new member of
the South Dakota-Iowa Conference (SOle),
the Dordt runners had to compete with new
teams and individuals for a trip to nationals.
"I knew we were going to be a pretty good
team," Coach Ross Goheen said. "But it was
hard to tell where we stacked up."
Goheen's confidence grew as the Dordt
women took first place in an early-season
meet at Sioux Falls, competing against some
of the top SDIC teams. Sonya Jongsma,
Dordt's top returning runner, finished third at
the meet, Pluim was fifth.
"I really realized that we had the potential
at that point," Goheen said. "But I knew that

several of the teams we beat at that meet were
missing key runners."
But Jongsma missed most of the rest of the
season. She first suffered a concussion and then
three weeks before the conference meet underwent an appendectomy. She did not run again
until the SDIC championship on November 4
where she helped the team qualify for nationals. She finished 124th at nationals.
Freshmen Becky Vande Griend, Marcy Van
Gameron, Heidi Vanden Hoek, and Cathy
Palmer and sophomore Christine Phillips also
were members of the national qualifying
squad.
The men's team shows great potential for
the future.
"Our men's team is a dedicated team and
has many great guys," Goheen said.
Some of the highlights for the men's squad
included finishing ahead of Morningside and
Midland Lutheran at the Mt. Marty meet in
October. The men also finished fifth in the
SDIC meet. Sophomore Matt Oostra was the
team's top runner.
"Matt rises to a new level each year,"
Goheen said. "Jason De Weerd also had an
outstanding year, and I think we'll see big
things from him."
Other top finishers this season for the men
were Peter Simmons, Mike Aldrink and Todd
Schemper.
"The guys did outstanding work," Goheen
said. "Many have labs and afternoon classes
so they have to do a great deal of work on
their own."

"I think our whole team has taken the talents God has given them and given a tremendous effort," he said.
One of the secrets to the team is outstanding
high school coaching, said Goheen. He also
noted the team cohesiveness. Members of the
men's team and members of the women's
team who did not make the national squad
traveled to Wisconsin to cheer on the women
at nationals. And members of the team have
formed a Bible study for prayer and praise
together.
Goheen added, "I am proud to be associated
with this group. It's a joy to work with them."

Volleyball team earns berth at nationals
R

r the Dordt College volleyball team
and Lady Defenders fans, the 1995 volleyball season was a dream come true.
After missing a trip to the 1994 NAIA
National Volleyball Tournament by a mere
two points and narrowly missing in 1993 and
1992, the Lady Defenders qualified for their
first-ever national volleyball tournament in
1995.
The Lady Defenders, who were ranked in
the NAIA national top fifteen for much of the
season, qualified for the nationals with a runner-up finish at the Great Plains Regional

Tournament in Mitchell, South Dakota. The
top two teams from the tournament earned a
trip to nationals.
At the national tournament November 29 to
December 2, the Dordt squad won two and
lost two matches in pool play and missed
qualifying for the national quarterfinal round.
Dordt's only losses at nationals were to second-ranked Puget Sound (Washington) and
eighth-ranked Columbia (Missouri).
"I'm proud of the way we played at nationals," Timmermans said. "We suffered the two
losses in our first two matches but we played
very well and won our final two matches of
the year."
The team finished with a 37-14 record and
with a No. 14 national ranking. The thirtyseven wins was just one win short of the 1993
school-record of thirty-eight wins.
The season started out slowly for the Lady
Defenders. Their record was 5-5
after ten
matches and 18-9 one week into October.
But then the young team, with four freshmen in the starting rotation, pulled together.
The Lady Defenders won seven in a row
before suffering a loss to NCAA Division II
Morningside, which was ranked nationally by
the NCAA. The Lady Defenders then won six
straight heading into the Great Plains
Regional.
Dordt's winning streak included a thrilling
five-game match win against Northwestern.
Dordt battled back from a number of match
points and won game four 20-18 and game
five 15-13.
"We knew with the young line-up that we
would take some losses early in the season,"
Timmermans said. "But I think that the win
against Northwestern really helped us believe

in ourselves."
The Lady Defenders also won the Dordt
College Invitational, defeating ranked Hastings
twice in the tournament. Dordt remained
undefeated on their homecourt all season.
Throughout the season, a number of players
earned honors. Junior Kristi Hofland earned
third-team All-American honors. Both
Hofland, and senior Joy Veenstra were named
NAIA Scholar All-Americans. Hofland was
named first-team All-Great Plains Regional.
Veenstra was named second-team All-Great
Plains Regional.
Hofland and Veenstra were both named to
the first-team SDIC, freshman setter Kim Van
Kley was named second-team, and freshman
Janna Bouma received honorable mention.
At the Great Plains Regional Tournament,
Bouma and freshman Mindy Boogerd earned
all-tournament honors.
Timmermans was named SDIC Coach-ofthe-Year and Great Plains Regional Coach-ofthe-Year.
"We were a very young team,"
Timmermans said. "We knew it would take a
little while to come together. But we really
peaked at the right time."
Dordt only suffered one loss all year to a
team other than a ranked NAJA team or an
NCAA Division II team. Dordt went undefeated in the SDIC and captured the SDIC
crown.
"This season and qualifying for nationals
was a great step for our program,"
Timmermans said. "I think we really know
now what we are working for. Going to
nationals was a great experience for this team
and this program."

T his season
and qualifying for
nationals was a
great step for
our program.

"
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Faculty news
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John C. Vanderstelt,
professor of theology
and philosophy, participated in a week-long
conference in October organized by the Society
for Open Christianity (SOC) under the leadership of Dr. Konstantin Ivanov in St. Petersburg,
Russia. At the conference he presented a paper

Charles
Adams, associate
professor of engineering, published a "Last
Word" column in

on "Faith and Theology: Foundational
Orthodoxy and Calvinism."

the March 1995
issue of ASEE
Prism titled

Issues in

John Van Rys, assistant professor of English,
recently attended the Association for Canadian
Studies in the United States Biennial Meeting,
November 15-18. While there. he presented a
paper titled "Alice Munro's Narrative
Implosions."

The professional
involvements of Dordt faculty members outside of the classroom
reveal Dordt's commitment to
provide educational leadership in the Christian commu~
nity as well as among its own
students. By sharing these
activities, we hope to provide
fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of
service in Christ's kingdom.

On December 2, Marvin Wielard, assistant
professor of computer science, attended a oneday conference of the Iowa Undergraduate
Computer Science Consortium. The meeting was
held at Simpson College in Indianola, Iowa. The
papers presented and the discussions focused on
issues related to teaching computer science at
the undergraduate level. About twenty
colleges/universities

in Iowa were represented.

Don Draayer, campus pastor, spoke in
November to the Leota Christian School
Parentffeacher
Association. He also spoke at
Reformation Day rallies in Mount Vernon,
Washington; Lynden, Washington; and New
Holland, South Dakota.
Pam Adams, assistant professor of education, gave a presentation on November 30 at the
National Reading Conference in New Orleans.
The presentation, titled "Biblical Hermeneutics
and the Teaching of Reading," was based on
Adams' dissertation, a study of CSI teachers
exploring the relationship between how CSI
teachers read the Bible and how they teach
reading. Adams specifically looked at beginning reading. oral reading, and literary interpretation.
Doug Eckardt,
registrar, attended the annual
meeting of the Upper Midwest Association of
Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers
(UMACRAO) held in Sioux City, Iowa, on
October 23-24. The meeting allows registrars
from the four-state area (Iowa, Minnesota, and
the Dakotas) to share ideas and procedures.
Professor of business administration
John
Visser attended the 25th anniversary meetings
of the Financial Management Association in
New York City in October. The meeting provided an opportunity for finance practitioners and
academics to discuss developments in the field.
Benjamin
Kornelis, instructor of music, had
several reviews of choral works published in the
November 1995 issue of Choral Journal, the
trade publication of the American Choral
Directors' Association.

DORDT
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Administrative Openings
Dordt College seeks highly qualified individuals for positions in the Office of
College Advancement. Candidates must have strong marketing and interpersonal
skills, be goal-oriented, and evidence a firm commitment to the college's mission.
Bachelor's degree required; related experience desirable. Send letters of application
and resumes to Lyle A. Gritters, Vice President for College Advancement, at the
address below.
Development:
immediate openings for key administrative positions involving constituency development and fundraising. Inquiries, including telephone calls, are
welcome and will be treated confidentially.

"Cunning

Annual Dinner of the Bamabas Society, and
at the Fall Banquet of Central Wisconsin
Christian High, Waupun, Wisconsin.
In July, Joan Ringerwole
attended the
Conference on Liturgy and Music (COLAM)
at Calvin College and the Region VI convention of the American Guild of Organists in
Kansas City. Ringerwole performed a recital
for Dordt's 40th Anniversary celebration in
August.

Sails."

It dealt with the
humanities as part of a nurturing context that
enables engineering students to persevere as
students.

In May associate professor of music Henry
Duitman conducted the 100-piece Minnesota
"Big 9" Festival High School Orchestra in

At the Calvin College conference on "The
Arts, Community and Cultural Democracy,"
August 16-19. Adams presented a paper
titled "From Doing Things Right to Doing
the Right Thing: The Role of the Humanities
in the Education of Technological Culture-

Mankato, Minnesota. The festival, the oldest
of its kind in the United States, brings together outstanding band, orchestra. and choir students from nine
large Minnesota
higb schools.

Formers." He also presented a paper at the
annual ASEE North Midwest Section meeting at St. Cloud State University, October 1517, titled "Hamlet and the Engineering

During the festival
Duitman also
adjudicated

Student: The Contextualizing
Role of the
Humanities in Undergraduate Engineering
Education."
Adams' article ''Transcending

Owatonna, and
Albert Lea.

Technophilia and Technophobia: A
Reformational Perspective on Technology"
was published in the October issue of the

This past summer, he finished developing a
software program for music directors called
"Music Director's Assistant." The project

Christian Educators Journal. And he pre-

grew out of his dissertation topic and is the
result of several years of "spare time" work.
Electronic Courseware Systems of

sented a paper at the annual IEEElASEE
Frontiers in Education Conference in Atlanta.
November 1-5. titled ''Technological
Allusivity: Appreciating and Teaching the
Role of Aesthetics

in Engineering

Design."

John Kok, professor of philosophy, has a new
book being published in South
Africa. Patterns

of the Western
Mind: A
Reformed

Christian Perspective, is 240

Higher Education. The text is based on Kok's
Philosophy 20 I syllabus and was revised and
expanded for the South Africa edition. Kok

Michael
Williams, assis-

hopes to revise and expand it again soon for
publication in North America. Last June, Kok
gave a paper at a Christianity and the
Classics Conference held in Toronto on
"Woltjer and Vollenhoven on Classical
Antiquity." The proceedings of that conference, including Kok's paper, will be published next year.
Adjunct faculty member Susan Kok has
just completed her masters in Missions and
Intercultural Studies at Wheaton Graduate
School in Wheaton, Illinois. She also eamed
a Certificate in Teaching English as a Second
Language (TESL).
Professor of English James C. Schaap's
book Things We Couldn't Say was recently
released in a German edition. The title when
translated reads Where Words End. Earlier
this year the Dutch edition was released, Die

Hun Leven Niet Liefhadden tot de dood.
Schaap's

story "River Bend" was the first-

October, Schaap was the featured speaker at
the Association for the Advancement of
Dutch American Scholarship Conference at
Northwestern College in Orange City, at the
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his 10th year as

Siouxland Boys Choir, and the spring concert
will include Saint-Saens' famous "Organ
Symphony" performed by Dr. Joan
Ringerwole,

Dordt College is an equal opportunity employer and encourages application by women and minorities

Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

is beginning

pages and will be published by the Institute
for Reformational
Studies, an arm of the
Potchefstroom
University for Christian

by Permafrost, a literary magazine which
comes out of the University of Alaska. The
story appears in their summer issue. In

498 4th Avenue NE

Duitman

cert featured the Concert Choir and Chorale
performing with the orchestra the exciting
"Polovtsian Dances" by Borodin. The Pops
concert in February will feature the

Admissions: full-time position beginning fall 1996. Responsible for recruitment
contacts with prospective students and their parents in an assigned territory. plus
other related tasks. Application deadline is February 29, 1996

COLLEGE

Champaign. Illinois, will soon be marketing
the program.
music director and conductor of the Sioux
County Orchestra, which was recently
renamed the Northwest Iowa Symphony
Orchestra. This year, in addition to their three
concert season, the 90-member orchestra will
perform three "runout concerts" to Spencer.
Rock Valley, and Rock Rapids. The fall con-

prize winner in a national contest conducted

DORDT

orchestras from
Rochester,
Mankato,

/

tant professor of
theology, contributed chapters
in two recently
published books.
"Climbing Out of
Lessing's Ditch:
History and the
Christian Faith"
was published in a
book edited by Lissa Roche titled God and

Man: Perspectives on Christianity in the 20th
Century and published by the Hillsdale
College Press. He also wrote "George

Park

Fisher: Yale Church Historian and Apologist
for Liberal Evangelicalism,"
in a book edited
by Michael Bauman and Martin Klauber
titled Historians of the Christian Tradition:

Their Method and Impact on Western
Thought and Historiography. Williams has
had two articles published in Pro Rege in the
past year: "Homosexuality

and the Church:

An Opportunity for Reflection" in the March
issue and ''The Identity Myth and Christian
Anti-Semitism"
in the September issue. In
November, he presented a paper, "Recent
Contributions to Evangelical Systematics:
Study in Theological Method," for the
Evangelical Theological Society in
Philadelphia.

A
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Alumni news

N

ovember and
December are
busy months
on the alumni office
calendar. Though
few major alumni
events are scheduled,
it is a time filled with
planning and promotion. Since mid-November two mailings have
left the office, and three will soon follow,
informing alumni of upcoming opportunities
and events. Since one of the primary principles of promotion is to "tell them, tell them,
and tell them again," I'll use my Voice space
to tell you again about these happenings.

REUNION
The last issue of the Voice touched on
reunion, and the reunion mailing should have
recently arrived, so this is definitely the third
step in the promotion process. Members of
the classes of '86, '81, '76, '71, and '66
should remember two things:
I) Your reunion is scheduled for June 2830,1996.
2) You are the secret to a successful
reunion. Your classmates will be disappointed
if you're not there. You'll be disappointed if
they're not. Guarantee satisfaction by getting
on the phone today and arrange to meet your
friends at Reunion '96.
NETHERLANDS TOUR
For years Dordt has sponsored a study program in the Netherlands, recently renamed
the Netherlandic Studies Program in
Contemporary Europe (N-SPICE). This summer faculty and alumni will have a chance to
set a taste of N-SPICE on a study tour led by
o
N-SPICE coordinator Case Boot and Dutch
faculty members of the program.
Scheduled for June 5-19, the tour will take
parricipants throughout the Netherlands and
into Belgium and feature daily lectures on
topics such as Dutch architecture, politics,
art, or history. Based on the long-running and
popular N-SPICE program and led by its faculty, tlie tour promises to be both highly educational and fun.
N-SPICE experience and connections have
also resulted in a tour that is significantly less
expensive than most. Costs for the two-week
tour will be between $735 and $615, depending on number of parricipants, plus airfare.
Though costs do not include meals, accommodations at an apartment complex owned by the
Free University will allow tour members to
keep their food costs low.
The mailing about the tour was sent to ...
umm ... more mature alumni, and by the
time the Voice reaches you, the deadline for
signup, January 16, will be close, if not past.
Don't despair. If tltis summer's tour proves
successful, as I suspect it will, we will likely
repeat it periodically. For that matter, alumni
study tours to other locales, featuring specific
faculty expertise and interest, may be offered
in the future. Call, write, or e-mail me if
you're interested in this summer's tour, a
future tour of the Netherlands, or alumni
study tours generally.
HOMECOMING
February 24 is the latest Homecoming Day
in recent memory, holding out the (probably
vain) hope for warmer weather than has characterized our mid-month celebrations. But, if
the weather outside is frightful, the gym will
be warmed by basketball excitement and
alumni camaraderie.
With basketball the focus of much of the
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day's activity, the gym will also be the hub of
alumni activity. From noon through about
6:00 p.m., an alumni hospitality center will
be open in the upper level of the gymnasium.
Immensely popular last year, the area will
once again feature a changing menu of
snacks and more substantial fare in a comfortable environment just steps away from the
basketball action. Alumni children, especially
the pre-school set, will enjoy the center's play
equipment and other interesting stuff.
Basketball begins at 12:30 p.m. with the
annual alumni vs. junior varsity basketball
game, followed at 2:30 by the final game of
the men's varsity regular season, in which
they'll take on conference opponent Mt.
Marty. The women will also face Mt. Marty,
taking the floor at 4:30 p.m.
At 7:30 p.m., the entire Dordt community
will pack the B.J. Haan Auditorium for the
annual Talent Extravaganza. An ice cream
social in the commons will bring the day to a
close. The Student Activities Committee,
which plans the Talent Extravaganza, will
once again reserve a block of seats for alumni. Seats are limited so reserve early.
All the day's events are free to alumni. A
Homecoming mailing, including complimentary passes, will be sent in January. To keep
mailing costs down, only alumni in Iowa and
contiguous states will automatically receive
the mailing. Alumni from a greater distance
who are planning to attend Homecoming
should contact the alumni office to receive
the mailing and complimentary passes.

January Tours
Two groups of students will entertain alumni with their talents in January. One of
the most talented Dordt hockey teams in recent memory will play seven games
on their winter tour of Alberta, while an equally, though divergently, talented
group, the Chamber Orchestra, will tour Iowa, Illinois, Indiania, and Missouri.

Hockey team in Alberta
The hockey team's schedule is designed for night-owls, serious hockey fans, or
diehard Dordt supporters.
Picture Butte BonnyViews, Monday, Jan. 8, 9:15 p.m., North County
Recreation Complex
Calgary Chr. High School, Tues., Jan. 9, I :00 p.m., Optomist Arena
Red Deer Rockies, Wed., Jan. 10, 10:00 p.m., Red Deer Centnum
Lacombe Jets, Thurs., Jan. II, 11:00 p.m., Bentley Arena
Neerlandia Ice Hawks, Sat., Jan. 12,8:00 p.m.
Edmonton-area Dordt Alumni, Sat., Jan. 13, 10:00 p.m., West Edmonton Mall
Winnipeg Warriors, Mon., Jan. 15, 11:15 p.m., East St. Paul Arena

Chamber orchestra in the Midwest
The chamber orchestra, conducted by Dr. Henry Duitman, will play works by
Haydn, Bach, Vivaldi, and Tchaikovsky, along with "pop" pieces, including
"Ain't Misbehavin" and music from "Schindler's List" by John Williams.
Thursday, Jan. 11,7:30 p.m., Pella, Calvary Christian Reformed Church
Friday, Jan. 12,7:30 p.m., Palos Heights Christian Reformed Church
Saturday, Jan. 13,7:30 p.m., DeMotte, First Christian Reformed Church
Sunday, Jan. 14,6:30 p.m., Lafayette Christian Reformed Church
Monday, Jan. 15, 8:00 p.m., Kansas City, Lane Avenue Christian Ref. Church
FOR MORE INFORMATION ...
. .. about tours or campus events, call the alumni office at 712-722-6022 or
6024, write us, or e-mail alumni@dordt.edu.

Campaign Update
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Campaign Goal:

$16 million
Raised to date:
$9.3 million
Dordt 2000 is a fiveyear $16 million campaign to provide additional campus facilities,
meet the annual fund
goals, and increase the
endowment.

T

he end of 1995 marks the halfway point
of the fundraising program for the
Dordt 2000 Campaign. Thirty-seven
dinners have been held across the U.S. and
Canada. To date, of the $16 million goal, $9.3
million has been raised.
The second half of the campaign begins in
January. Another thirty-five dinners are scheduled, as well as many individual contacts with
supporters who were unable to attend the dinners already held in their area. The college is
applying to the Kresge Foundation for a grant
which we hope will be in the $750,000 range.
Construction progress also continues on
schedule. Both the maintenance building and
faculty office addition are enclosed and work
inside is progressing nicely. Workshops and
offices are taking shape. For the recreation
complex, the architectural and mechanical
drawings are nearing completion. A general
contractor has indicated that the facility can be
constructed within the cost projected at the
beginning of the campaign ($6.8 million).
Work is slated to begin in the spring. Some
preparation of the site was done already before
the snow arrived.
Again, thanks to all of you who have helped
organize dinners in your area and to all of you
who have made such generous contributions to
the campaign. Dinners are scheduled throughout the Midwest in the next few months.
/

A general contractor
has indicated that
the facility can be
constructed within
the cost projected at
the beginning of the
• campaign.
:
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Alum's work at KDCR
still bearing fruit
any Dordt alumni carry fond memories of Dordt's radio station KDCR
with them when they graduate. Al
Bandstra did. When he left Dordt and began
teaching in Pella in 1975, he found he missed
working with KDCR. Although there was no
room on the dial to start a new Christian radio
station, Bandstra and his friend Bill Hartman
decided they could start their own program.
They bought time on a local radio station and
filled the half-hour by reading articles and
playing from their own music collections.
Then nearly ten years ago, Bandstra talked
to station director Denny De Waard at KDCR
about possible help with the program. KDCR
has since put together weekly tapes and sent
them down to Pella. The half-hour program,
titled "Ramparts," includes music selections by
Dordt College choirs and band, a short commentary by a Dordt professor or local pastor,
"Insight" by Dr. Joel Nederhood, and a
plumbline. "Ramparts" has aired for several
years on radio stations KRLS and KTAV, but
will soon be switching to KCWN 99.9, a new
Christian radio station.
While Bandstra would like to continue the
program on all of these stations, the budget
will not permit it. The program costs about $45
a week, and the "Ramparts" annual budget is
about $2500 per year. Most funding comes
from members of local businesses and the
board, which consists of Morris Blankespoor,
Fred Kooi, John Vande Haar, Brian Bandstra,
and AI Bandstra. All of the board members are
strong supporters of Dordt, and all but one are
Dordt alums.
Bandstra would love to see more Dordt
College alumni help support the program, especially since one of the original goals was to promote Dordt College. He points out that since the
work of producing "Ramparts" is already being
done, it could easily be duplicated and used by
alumni groups in other areas. Bandstra adds,
"The program is refreshing because it's not just
another sermon but provides helpful commen-
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could easily be duplicated and used by alumni
groups in other areas.
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Dordt Discovery Days
June 24 - 28
You may have seen or heard about last summer's successful junior high camp, Dordt Discovery Days. The
week of camps and activities is open to all children of
Dordt alumni. We will send a registration brochure in
late January. Last year's camps filled up quickly, so we
added more this year. If you want your children to
receive a brochure, please make sure we have updated
information on their names and ages. OUf data base
includes the names of all of those for whom we received
birth announcements and information in past alumni
surveys.

Camps will be offered in:
Writing
Computer
Theatre
Radio
Science
Music
Beekeeping
Ceramics
Spanish
and more

For information call 712-722-6026, or e-mail voice@dordt.edu

Come back!

Make a visit to alma mater a part of your '96 plans.
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Flashback ...
... from our unidentified files. Help us identify these scholars.

• B-ball-alumni/JV,

12:30; men's varsity, 2:30' women, 4:30

• Hospitality center in gym throughout the games
• Talent Extravaganza in B.J. Haan Auditorium at 7:30 p.m.

• Classes of '86, '81, '76, '71, and '66
• Recreation, tours, educational seminars, social events
• Fun-filled children's program

For information about homecoming or reunion,
call (712) 722-6022 or e-mail alumniticdordt.edu.
14 Voice
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Alumni notes

Future Defenders

_

70s
Gerald and Arlis Folkerts ('80), Brendan James, 7/4/95.
Larry and Lonnie (Link) Van Denend ('80,'80), Andrew Allen, 8/12/95.
Glenn and Jill Hoogerhyde ('83), Jessica Faith, 7/10/95.
Robert and Karen (Kruid,'84) Verdoorn, Claire Elizabeth, 9/1/95.
Nelson and Chris (Vander Kleed,'84) Wynia, Katelyn Renae, 9/30/95.
Steve and Pam (Kooistra) Kramer ('84,'84), Paul Martin, 11/2/95.
Peter and Jeanette Noteboom (' 84), Jude Albert Avie, 6/23/95.
Kevin and Paula (Grimmius) Stevens (ex'85,'83), Katlyn Louise, 11/2/95.
Galen and Sharon (Kroeze,'85) Smidt, Stacy Joy, 10/18/95.
Bill and Elizabeth (Stryd,ex'85) Downard, Julianna Maxine, 11/10/95.
Rob and Betty (De Jager,'85) Boomsma, Ryan Martin, 5130/95.
Todd and Julie Van Tol ('85), Erin Joy, 9/30/95.
Mike and Marcia (De Vries, '86) De Rousse, Cassidy Mikayla, 7/31/95.
Phil and Kristi (Kingma) Kooima ('86,'85), Erin Kristine, 8/25/95.
Dean and Sharla (Elbers) Broersma ('86,'86), Brittany Nicole, 10/30/95.
Kenton and Laura (Vander Molen) Kamp ('87,'86), Jameson Andrew and Derrick Lane,
10/18/95.
Robert and Rebecca (Niemeyer,'87) Rens, Amber Renee, 10/18/95.
David and Carol (Spronk,'87) Rozeboom, Mitchell David, 10/24/95.
Craig and Lori (Slagter,'88) Van Peursem, Nathan James, 6/27/95.
Sander and Betty (Beenen) Verburg ('89,'87), Reuben Egbert, 9/11/95.
Edgar and Elaine Veldman ('89), Kenton James, 11/05/95.
Chad and Marla Braods ('89), Christian Josiah, 9/14/95.
Kevin and Carrie (Smits) Veenstra ('89,'90), Cailee Jo, 9/10/95.
Jeff and Nancy (Steenhoek) Van Lingen ('89,'90), Bethany Anne, 12/5/95.
Lowell and Amy (Heersink,'90) Bolt, Andrew Vern, 8/1/95.
Jamie and Melesa (Bloem,'91) Bogaard, Tyler Jay, 11/2/95.
Allen and Crysta (Bonestroo) Brummel ('91,'92), Allyn Jay, 10/15/95.
Jesse and Angie (Ruter,ex'92) Pringnitz, Jacob Dale, 9/5/95.
Kurt and Karen (Lefers) Ackermann ('92,'92), Alyssa Marie, 11/7/95.

Larry Baker ('77) spent Thanksgiving
morning running in the Atlanta marathon.
Larry topped a field of 1200 runners to win
one of the oldest marathons in the country.
The course is the one that will be used for the
1996 Summer Olympics.

80s
Ron Van Driel's (' 80) volleyball team
from Bulkley Valley Christian School won
this year's Single A provincial championship.
The small school of only 115 students in
grades eight through twelve have become a
volleyball powerhouse, sending several graduates to Dordt. Ron and his wife Janna De
Groot, ('80) live in Smithers, British
Columbia. Ron teaches as well as coaches at
the high school.
Peter and Jeanette Noteboom ('84) live in
Niamey, Niger, West Africa, where Peter
works for CRWRC in development.
Robert and Karen (Kruid,' 84) Verdoorn
live in Des Moines, Iowa. Robert has had his
own chiropractic clinic for six years in Des
Moines. Karen is home full-time with their
two daughters: Emily, 3; and Claire, 3 mo.
The Verdoorns lead a Bible study in their
home and enjoy extending hospitality.
Galen and Sharon (Kl1Ieze,'85) Smidt live
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Sharon is a
part-time educational assistant with the Sioux
Falls public schools. Galen is a police officer
in Sioux Falls. The Smidts have three children: Luke, 6; Jackson, 3; and Stacy, 2 mo.
Dan Vander Molen (' 86) is in the Armed
Services. After spending some time in
Germany, he was in Cuba for six months and
is now preparing to go to Bosnia.
Tim Moerman ('86) recently moved to
Dubuque, Iowa, to take a position as assistant
city manager. He received his masters degree
in public administration in May from Iowa
State University.
Randal Meyer (' 87) lives in Sioux Center,
Iowa. He graduated in September from the
University of Minnesota, St. Paul with a Ph.D.
in Animal Science. Randal is research director

at Sioux Biochemical in Sioux Center.
Letitia Collins ('87) is currently studying at
both Ontario Bible College and Seneca
College in Toronto, Ontario. She is working
towards her bachelor of religious education in
early childhood education. Letitia continues to
be involved in the theatre through local community productions by acting, directing, and
helping out in various technical areas.
Dan and Sandy (Steenhoek) Vanden
Bosch ('88,'88) live in Hiawatha, Iowa. Dan
finished !tis residency in family practice and is
now practicing with three other physicians in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Sander and Betty (Beenen) Verburg
(' 89,' 87) live in Richmond, Vermont. They
have two children: Hannah, 1; and Reuben,
mo.

3

Let us hem"

,

f'rom you
Send your letter, news,
or feature ideas via email: voice@dordt.edu

Allen and Crysta (Bonestroo) Brummel
('91,'92) live in Edgerton, Minnesota, where
Allen was recently ordained as the pastor of
the Protestant Reformed Church of Edgerton.
Steve and Tiffany (Hoskins) Van Zee
('93,'94) live in Pella, Iowa. Tiffany works in
the Art Department at Enduro Corporation.
Steve is a design engineer at Vermeer
Manufacturing.

~arriages

_

Mindy Jongejeugd ('88) and James Moore.
Loren Greenfield ('90) and Gillian
Keessen, 7/14/95.
Cassandra Van't Land ('94) and Jerry
Kats, 11/4/95.

90s

Calling all runners
Calling all runners! Browsing through a stack
of alumni surveys some months ago, I noticed
a number of people who are avid runners--or
at least runners, If there's enough response
I'd like to do a feature on alumni runners.
Whether you regularly run thirty miles a
week or three miles a week please let me
know. I'll get back to you with some specific
questions, Call, write, FAX, or e-mail:

CORRESPONDENCE

CLIPPING

We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are doing and what kinds of events are happening in your life. Please fill out the coupon below and mail to: Alumni Association, Dordt
College, 498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

o Marriage

o

In Memoriam

o Future Defenders
o Alumni News

o Address

Name

Change

year

_

Address,

_

News Items/Suggestioms)

_

Sally Jongsma, Voice editor
Dordt College
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
FAX: 712-722-1185
E-mail: voice@dordt.edu

December 1995

/

Voice 15

...=
~
~
~

[I:l

~

[I:l

o
-;

-

,.Q

e

~

Dordt College
498 Fourth Ave. NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697
Address Correction

L

Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No.6
Sioux Center, Iowa
51250

